Dear (Fill in Legislator’s Name):

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter; I appreciate the work that you do on behalf of our district.  As the owner of a wrecker service, I would like to offer my opinion on House Bill 100.

HB100 is a good idea, but as it stands as of the first reading on March 1, it could potentially complicate the way both towing companies and law enforcement agencies would have to process impounded vehicles.  Currently, the impounding agencies that we work for require us to complete the sale of abandoned impounded vehicles through the laws established in the Code of Alabama, Title 32, Section 13.  HB100 would require that certain impounded vehicles be sold by the impounding agency through a different process.  I would ask you to consider changing this bill so that the procedure for impounding motor vehicles operated by a driver without a license or without insurance would be established as set forth in HB100, and then allow the impounding agency to continue to have the rotation or contracted towing service to proceed with the sale of the vehicle under the already established laws of Title 32, Section 13 of the Code of Alabama.  This still provides for the owners, lienholders and secured interests to be notified by certified mail within a reasonable amount of time, and the vehicles may be sold under the same already established laws after 90 days.  It will also remove the additional administrative burden that the impounding agency would incur by sending notifications and selling the vehicles themselves.  In my experience with abandoned vehicle sales, the price these vehicles bring at public auction rarely ever exceeds the amount of the towing and storage expenses that the impounding agencies would have to pay out of the proceeds of the sale under HB100.  So the impounding agencies would not often be able to keep any of the money from the sale of these vehicles unless they begin operating their own towing service and storage facilities, which would be another additional expense for impounding agencies.

Thank you again for your consideration of my interest in this bill.

Sincerely,

